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Boom in Boston Again 


The pace of new construction and development proposals has 
dramatically increased in the past year, with major projects before 
the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) Board for approval 
every month. 

This issue of The Boston Informer features some of the more 
transformative and interesting projects, some under construction, 
some that are "shovel ready," and some with just BRA Board ap- 
proval. Unfortunately, most of these new developments are not 
part of a master plan but instead come from individual developers 
on a catch-as-catch-can basis. 

Do your own check of Boston’s construction pulse by doing a vi- 
sual survey from any mid-rise building in the city. Periodically count 
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the number of construction cranes on the skyline and compare it from “EL 7 ' 1 | 1 
time to time. In 2012 there were 4-6; in early 2013 it looks like 8-10. ra | et 
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housing units built in Boston than the previous three decades. In- 
deed, the US Census shows Boston lost thousands of units in the 
1970s. Things turned around and 26,147 units were built 1980- 
1990. The decade following (2000—2010) saw the number of hous- 
ing units increase by 28,453. However, the total number of units in 
2010 still trailed the total in 1970 by 23,477 units or about 4 percent. 





DUDLEY SQUARE MUNICIPAL OFFICE FACILITY; under construc- 
tion. Only the facade of the iconic Dudley Square Ferdinand Building re- 
mains. The MBTA elevated Orange Line entered Dudley station behind 
the main Ferdinand Building, snaking between buildings. The City of Bos- 
ton's $115 million project will add new buildings to provide 200,000 s.f. of 
office space for the Boston Public School Department headquarters to 
house 520 employees (Financed by City of Boston). No. 3 on map p. 2. 
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MILLENNIUM TOWER AND BURNHAM BUILDING. Former 
Filene's site will have a 625-ft. tower with 600 residences, 122,000- 
231,000 s f. of retail. The restored Burnham Building wil! have 125,000- 
218,000 sf. office, 35,000 s.f. health club, 10,000 sf restaurant, 550 
parking spaces (up to 250 spaces will be available to the general pub- 
lic). (Millennium Partners). No. 10 on map p. 2. 


WATERSIDE PLACE: under construction. Across from Seaport Hote! 
and immediately adjacent to the Silver Line World Trade Center station. 
Waterside Place is a 350.000 s f., 20-story tower with 236 apartments, 
10,000 s.f. of retail and a 7.000 s.f. innovation center. First phase of a 
long-planned 1.2 million s f. project which includes a hotel, restaurants. 
retail and a multilevel garage. (The Drew Co.) No. 8 on map p. 2. 























| Development in Boston 





. Avalon -— 187 apartments; 1,300 s.f. retail; 28 stories 


(Avalon Bay). 


245 Stuart Street — 404 apartments or condos; 29 
stories (Avalon Bay). 

Dudley Square Municipal Office Building - See 
page 1. 

Pier 4, first phase — 357 apartments; 21 stories 
(New England Development & Hanover Co.). 


Lovejoy Wharf — Residences; office (Converse HQ); 
retail. Two buildings, 12 and 14 stories (Beal Cos. & 
Related Cos.). 


Nashua Street Residences — 300 apartments; 38 
stories (Avalon Bay Communities). 


Victor — 286 apartments; ground-floor restaurants: 
11 stories (Simpson Housing). 


Waterside Place — See page 1. 


The Kensington — 385 apartments; 27 stories (Kens- 
ington Investments and National Development). 


Building in Boston, 2013 
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. Ink Block (Boston Herald site) - 471 apartments, 
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Millennium Tower & Burnham Building — See page 1. 


157 Berkeley St. (Liberty Mutual) — 22-story office 
building, 590,000 s.f. (Liberty Mutual). 


Millennium Place — 256 condominiums, 9,700 s-f. 
retail, 15 stories (Millennium Partners). 









Fan Pier — Two office and lab buildings, 1.1 million 
S.f. plus one more office and one residences and ho- 
tel (Fallon). 


The Murano —- 230 residences, 210-room hotel, 
18,000 s.f. retail and restaurant (Boston Develop- 
ment Group). 


Seaport Square — Phase 1: two 22-story buildings 
with 750 apartment and 340,000 s.f retail (MS Boston 
Seaport). 











four new buildings 5-9 stories, 85,000 s.f retail (Na- 
tional Development). 


Dainty Dot site —- 240 apartments, 26 stories, 4,000 
s.f restaurant (Forest City and Hudson Group). 














Government Center MBTA Station and 


Headhouse —The long-awaited renovation of the MBTA’s 

Government Center station is expected to be underway this spring. 

The renovations—a complete makeover—will make the Green 

Line/Blue Line station accessible, more efficient and up to date. 

First advertised for construction in 2007, the MBTA had 

to redesign the improvements when bids came in 45 _per- 

cent over the estimate (about $64 million). HDR was se- 

lected for the redesign, and now the low bid was $81.9 

million, $17 million higher than the 2007 bid. Go figure. 
The makeover includes: 

* Full accessibility for Green and Blue line patrons 

* New, ostentatious glass headhouse that reaches about 40 feet 
above grade (almost equivalent to a four-story building) 

¢ Two new sets of elevators (surface to Green Line level and 
Green Line to Blue line level) 

* Reconstructed platforms, lobbies and all other public areas 

* New escalators, stairs, fare gates and fare vending 

* Accessibility for the area on City Hall Plaza at the station 

* New Blue Line emergency egress along Cambridge Street 

The station will be closed for two years during construction saving 

about $20 million. Passengers will be diverted to nearby stations 

including State, Bowdoin and Haymarket. Since 55 percent of the 

riders at Government Center station transfer between Green and 

Blue lines, the MBTA has several options including walking from 

Park Street to State. Might be easier said than done with luggage. 
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Source: MBTA and HDR 


Back Bay Boylston Street Sidewalk Improve- 
ments Study—tThe Boston Redevelopment Authority 
(BRA) recently announced it will initiate a study to improve the 
pedestrian environment at Boylston Street in the Back Bay. The 
BRA will work with the team of Bergmeyer Associates archi- 
tects and Halvorson Design Partnership to develop guidelines 
for the street from Massachusetts Avenue to the Public Garden. 

The first meeting at City Hall discussed the existing con- 
ditions along Boylston Street and the unfortunate attempts at 
putting a 1992 plan for the streetscape into effect. The intent 
of the City and BRA is to put monies into the Capital Budget 
for FY 2014; if this does not get into the budget, the BRA has 
stated that it would cover the design costs for the first phase 
of the study. The BRA would like to see the study begin in the 
fall 2013 and prepare a “shovel ready” set of plans for the first 
pilot block identified by the study to apply for State funding 

The first block to be developed is from Dartmouth to Ex- 
eter streets. This block was chosen because the 699 Boylston 
Building (aka “Darth Vader”) is being upgraded in the com 












MBTA Artistic Downtown Crossing Head- 


house Threatened?—Millennium Partners, the new 
developer of the stalled Filene’s development, stated in its En- 
vironmental Notification Form (ENF) that it would “provide 
for the construction of a new MBTA headhouse” at Shoppers 
Park in Downtown Crossing. The Secretary of Environmen- 
tal Affairs Certificate on the ENF included “redesign of the 
MBIA headhouse” in his list of key mitigation commitments 
for the renamed Millennium Tower and Burnham Building. 
Until contacted by The Boston Informer, the extent of 
changes to this headhouse was undefined. This MBTA 
headhouse at the pocket park called Shoppers Park on Franklin 
Street is an architecturally and artistically significant work by 
the late Boston architect Maurice Childs who worked with the 
internationally renowned artist/sculptor Siah Armanjani. The 
roof of the headhouse—striking multi-colored glass panels— 
was designed for people to climb on to watch performances. In 
a call from The Boston Informer, Millennium Partners clarified 
its intent that it intends to “retain and rebuild” the headhouse, 
presumably in a manner that preserves the artistic character. 


MBTA architectural headhouse at Shoppers Park in Downtown 
Crossing. Photo courtesy cluelessinboston.com 





ing year. The intent is to have the 699 Boylston sidewalk re- 
built incrementally over time by the City and private owners 
and to have a consistent pedestrian and curb condition with a 
private zone predetermined in terms of design and materials. 

The Boston Public Works Department is participating and 
suggested that the approach with the simplest construction and 
maintenance is high on its list of priorities. The request for design 
funds is approximately $300,000. 
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Source: Halvorson Design Partnership 
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— age | Q. The mainstream media (Boston Globe) has had but 

A publication of ATC Information, Inc. | one story on the effects of the MBTA fare increase 

Welcome to on ridership, printing essentially an MBTA press 

The Boston Informer release. But the numbers don’t add up. The Globe’s 

| Dec. 27 article contradicted its own chart thatshowed 


ridership down throughout the system except on the 
Blue, Orange and Red lines. What really happened 


The goal is simple: Provide concise public information 
on construction projects, planning initiatives, and what- 
ever else affects living and working in Boston. Welcome 





to The Boston Informer! after the fare increase? 
The Boston Informer is published electronically by ATC In- A. You're right—the numbers don't jibe. The MBTA actu- 
formation, Inc., five times yearly in Boston, Mass. President: ally saw a slight drop in ridership in November 2012 
Anthony Casendino; vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris compared to 2011, nota 1.3% increase. The Globe chart 
donee showed commuter rail down 2.4%, not up. Even if the 
The Boston Informer is available by subscription only. Via 2011 and 2012 commuter rail nu were reversed 
e-mail, $15 per year; via USPS, $29 per year (cheap!). Ques- : : : ; g 
tions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 or and ridership no increased o's alo ie ne ita 
e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us out on the Web at increase on rapid transit, it wou noto tridership 
www.bostoninformer.com! losses on buses (-1.6%), light rail CES) and boat 
, (5.27%). 
PO Box 51473 » Boston, MA 02205-1473 Q. Government Center station is going to be closed for 
By Keep up on news, events, irony. 2 years during construction! What is my trip from 
Follow us on Twitter @bostoninformer Gloucester Street in Back Bay to Logan going to be 
like then? 


A. The MBTAsuggests Green Line passengers wanting to 
transfer to the Blue Line alightat Haymarket, transfer 
to the Orange Line and ride back to State and switch 
to the Blue Line to head to the airport. Or transfer 
to the Red Line at Park and take the Silver Line to 
the airport from South Station. We suggest if you do 
either of these, don’t travel with luggage. 


The exploding popularity of food trucks in Boston is 
driving some to seek new locales in unlikely places... 


prioritizing transportation infrastructure? The gover- 
nor picks those projects he “wants” to pursue using 
his new tax plan, allowing the legislature to put the 
kibosh on some that it considers too expensive? 


A. No. 


Ie Can you explain to me this state’s strange system for 


PEOPLE MOVERS 


Nancy Brennan, from Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway 
Conservancy executive director to chief philanthropy 
officer at the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. 

Jesse Blackenberry, Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway 

Conservancy COO, will run the organization until a 
new executive director is hired. 

Mary Hynes, MassDOT Highway Division, has retired. 

Toni Whitmore has left MassDOT. 

Scott Darling III, from MBTA deputy chief of staff and as- 
sistant general counsel to counsel to the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration, Washington, DC. 

John Mahony, from Jacobs to HNTB. 

Diane Sokol, from AECOM to Perry and Radford Archi- 
tects. 
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Old meets new at a Boston construction 
site: $5 cupcake vs. a meatball sub 
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